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Olathe, Kansas 
March 5, 1940 


Dear Enid: 


| evidently started something when | attempted to explain, on the questionnaire, my 
inactivity in many of the radio organizations at the present time, because | have experienced 
most of them in years past. Not knowing exactly what the article which you are writing for QST 
is to contain | will try to give a short summery of my activities and some of the thrills which | 
experienced in those early years of operation. You may use the parts which you desire and 
curtail or elaborate on it as you see fit. 


After much study on the continental code and theory of radio and electricity during the 
winter of ’22-’23 | went to the Federal Building in Kansas City, MO, for my code test and 
examination. The examination at that time, was given by an assistant from the Chicago office. 
Mr. McDonald was later put in charge of this area with offices located in Kansas City, a man 
who has proven himself a friend of radio amateurs and whose acquaintance | have valued 
through the years. Although | could easily copy the required ten words per minute, for | had 
learned the code several years earlier when | had helped my brother secure his license and was 
fairly certain of the laws and theory, for radio was not as complicated then as it is today, | was 
“scared stiff.” | sometimes wonder if they passed me because of their inability to read my 
writing. As | remember it now, my letters (when | took the code test) were an inch high, for my 
arm was perfectly stiff. | have always believed that whoever assigned callsigns at that time did 
me a favor because | was a YL, for | got a very good combination of letters that is convenient 
when using either CW or fone. | applied for my license while in high school so that we could 
establish a station in the Industrial Arts Department of the Olathe High School, where my 
brother was the instructor. | received the license in April of 1923. This was the first amateur 
radio station permanently located in a high school in the State of Kansas. This station WQUA, 
has been used entirely for experimental and test purposes, by ourselves and the school radio 
club. At the present time W9UA is motor-generator driven, uses one 210 with an input of 35 
watts, and has covered 1000 miles. Although | hold the license for W9UA | seldom operate that 
station, but have always worked W9BSP which is located at our home and is more powertul. | 
have always used my own station call in conjunction with W9BSP so that | personally am 
known as the operator of W9UA, and all communications are carried on with W9UA. 


The first transmitter used at W9BSP was with two 202s in the final. Both CW and fone 
operation were used but the unusual part of this rig was the power supply. This first transmitter 
was powered by a 1 1/2 HP International engine driving a generator which furnished plate 
supply, while three cells of a farm-lighting-plant battery furnished the filament for both the 
transmitter and receiver. For this reason it was necessary to start and stop the engine at the 
beginning and end of each transmission. So with the engine, generator, and batteries in the 
basement and the transmitter and receiver at the top of the basement steps, it was necessary 
to run downstairs and crank the engine before each transmission. The engine could be 
stopped from the transmitter. The slowness in coming on the air at the beginning of each 
transmission always required an explanation when contacting a new station, but the boys 
became used to it and would just wait for me to come back, knowing | would be breathless 
after the sprint. In those many contacts | never fell down the stairs! At this time spark 
transmitters were still in operation. One of them was 9RR, located on the south side of Kansas 
City, with whom | had many pleasant contacts. It was with this transmitter arrangement, using 
20 watts on 190 meters, that CB8 in Argentina heard W9UA and W9BSP during a North and 
South American DX contest. 


Later we moved the transmitter and receiver into a conservatory adjoining the kitchen, 
installed a complete 32-volt house-lighting-plant battery and a 4 HP Cushman engine, and 
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started the engine with a motor powered by the plant. We put two 203A’s in as the power 
amplifier and really went places. With this outfit on CW and fone, | worked all states and four 
Canadian provinces. The fone was heard in the Isle of Pines. A party in Boston after seeing 
pictures of the station remarked “that they showed everything but the cyclone cellar.” (Wonder 
what they think this country is.) This was before 1925, and everyone was addressed as OM 
rather than by using the “handle” as we do now. Having a rather deep voice, | have always 
been taken for a boy speaking and | was always called Old Man. That is, until the offending 
party received our station card, which bore the phrase, “don’t call me OM!” This always 
brought forth apologies upon the next contact, (for that matter it does yet) and has never 
ceased to be a source of amusement on my part. The contacts with my cousins in Maryland, 
ex3ALV and W3BOR, during these years formed a bond that could not have been made 
otherwise. When | spent several months with them during the winter of ’27-28, | was able to 
talk with the folks back home in Kansas. 


During these years the antenna system was evolving. Changes of all descriptions to the 
transmitter, power supply, flat top, and cage antennas followed each other in succession. 
Some of them were real works of art, with counterpoises stretched between buildings and 
ground wires criss-crossing flower beds and lawn. The neighbors reported sparks jumping 
from nail heads in the barn roof. One antenna was struck by lightning before it could be put in 
operation. When the neighbors stopped in at night they came in on the opposite side of the 
house from the radio room to make sure they did not become ensnarled in wire. When we 
raised a 60-ft windmill tower and stuck 20 feet of gas pipe out the top to make an eighty-foot 
mast they shook their heads, but when we ran up a Hertz antenna for forty meter work, 
shunted a flashlight bulb across the center of the feed wire as an indicator, well they just gave 
up, for in their opinion, “were those not sparks jumping off the antenna.” 


During 1925-26-27 we operated a separate 50-watt CW transmitter on 40 meters and | 
was able to receive messages from far countries and deliver them at home on the other band 
(180 M). One particular message for ARRL headquarters was received from Sidney, Australia, 
and delivered to West Hartford, Conn. Soon after we began operating on the 40-meter band 
we received a letter from a Portuguese radio operator on board ship, containing this statement 
“your sigs give turn to the globe.” He went on to explain that while off the coast of Madagascar 
in the Indian Ocean he had heard our signals. Quite a feat in those days. It was about this time 
that Jack Conner of Sidney, Australia, wrote me that | was the first woman to cross the Pacific, 
radioly speaking. The statement has never been challenged. One of the outstanding signals 
from Australia at the time was that of 2YI of Sidney. Many a pleasant rag chew was had with 
this operator and it became a habit when both of us were on to make contact if for nothing 
more than a greeting. One particular time | remember, | heard Australian 2YI working Canadian 
3GG on 40 meters. Canadian 3GG being one of our 180 meter fone DX contacts, and though | 
could not hear Canadian 3GG | was able to break-in on Australian 2YI who relayed my 
greetings to Canadian 3GG. Around the world to contact one on my own continent! Such is the 
40-meter band. In later years it was with great sorrow that | learned of the death of this 
operator of Australian 2Y1, electrocuted by his own transmitter. A South African contact was 
coveted in those days and we were able to contact two different stations there. | was always 
able to tell when ships docked on either US coast for but a few days later our mail was 
increased by a bunch of foreign cards [undecipherable] British Isles, South American.... 


[Transcriber’s note: This transcription does not preserve Loretta’s original text. | have edited it to 
correct spelling errors and in a few places to reword it for clarity. Apparently there was a third 
page containing the closing and signature, but it is missing. In spite of missing an identifying 
signature, this letter was unambiguously written by Loretta Ensor. The document on which this 
transcription is based is a photocopy; the search for the original is ongoing.] 


